[Post-infarct cardiac aneurysm: clinical picture and contractile function of the myocardium in the remote period after surgical treatment].
Late results of surgery for chronic postinfarction aneurysm of the heart were reviewed in 48 patients. Comprehensive clinical and instrumental investigation demonstrated that aneurysm resection alone or in combination with aorto-coronary shunting or ventricular septoplasty resulted in clinical improvement in 60.4% of patients. However, surgery had basically no positive effect on left-ventricular myocardial contractility and pulmonary hemodynamics. The lack of positive changes in myocardial contractility is due to marked asynergy (akinesia) developing around the post-operative scar. The late postoperative outcome depends on both the type (akinetic or dyskinetic) of heart aneurysm, and timely referral for surgical treatment.